
We received the following response from Governor Hogan’s campaign (transcript 
follows): 
“Under Governor Hogan’s leadership, Maryland has an unparalleled 
environmental record, and is recognized as a regional and national leader in 
improving air and water quality. Our administration has taken bold, bipartisan 
actions and made critical investments in environmental initiatives – including a 
historic $4 billion for Chesapeake Bay restoration efforts – that are delivering real 
results and enabling us to preserve our vital natural resources for generations to 
come.” 

Hogan Administration Environmental Record  
Chesapeake Bay 
The Chesapeake Bay Is At Its Healthiest Level Since Testing 
Began. “For the first time in the 33 years that scientists have assessed the 
health of the Chesapeake Bay, the nation’s largest estuary showed improvement 
in every region, a likely sign that a massive federal cleanup plan is working. The 
bay’s most important species — blue crabs and striped bass, which support 
commercial and recreational fisheries, and anchovies, the foundation of its food 
chain — earned top scores in a report card released Friday. Bright green 
underwater grasses — which help protect young fish before they venture into the 
Atlantic Ocean — are now thriving, even in some places where such vegetation 
had disappeared.” (Darryl Fears, “The Chesapeake Bay Hasn’t Been This 
Healthy In 33 years, Scientists Say,” The Washington Post, 4/27/18) 

In 2017, The University Of Maryland Center For Environmental 
Science Released Its 2016 Bay Report Card, Which Showed 
Improvement. “The overall health of Chesapeake Bay improved in 2016, a 
positive sign that recovery efforts are working. The largest estuary in the nation 
scored a C grade (54%) in the 2016 report card, one of the highest scores 
calculated by scientists at the University of Maryland Center for Environmental 
Science (UMCES). While only a slight improvement, it’s encouraging that the 
overall health remained steady despite many pressures on the Chesapeake Bay 
and across its watershed. In addition, fish populations greatly improved to an A 
(90%).” (“Chesapeake Bay Report Card Shows Steady Recovery,” University Of 
Maryland Center For Environmental Science, 5/8/17)  

In July of 2018, Scientists Reported That Concentrations Of 
Ammonium Are Decreasing In The Deeper Parts Of The Bay, A 
Finding That Was Both ‘Important’ And ‘Excit ing’”  “The big discovery: 
Concentrations of ammonium are decreasing in the deepest parts of the 
Bay…Nonetheless, scientists say, even small changes in concentrations of this 
chemical trigger a chain reaction that helps remove nitrogen from some of the 
worst parts of the Chesapeake’s summer ‘dead zone’ than would be expected 
from the region’s modest nutrient reductions alone. That, in turn, is helping 
oxygen concentrations to increase. It’s hard to overstate the significance of the 
findings, which shows cleanup actions are helping the Chesapeake to help itself, 



say Michael Kemp and Walt Boynton, two longtime Bay scientists and colleagues 
who were co-authors of the paper and heralded the unexpected findings as 
‘exciting’ and ‘important.’” (Darryl Fears, “The Chesapeake Bay Hasn’t Been This 
Healthy In 33 years, Scientists Say,” The Washington Post, 6/15/18) 

Scientists Indicate That The Improvement Can Be Attributed To 
Efforts Made In Recent Years. “While bay recovery has appeared strong in 
recent years, there have been questions about how much of the improvement 
could be linked to favorable weather or other matters of chance, not the effort 
that began in 2010 to set a pollution ‘diet’ for the Chesapeake. Dennison said this 
year’s report card results are the first with statistical significance — indicating that 
scores have improved so much, the progress could not be simply due to chance. 
The scientists credit the pollution diet. To bay advocates, that’s a valuable 
endorsement of state and federal programs and funding they are working to 
defend.” (Scott Dance, “Scientists Say They’re Confident Chesapeake Bay 
Health Is ‘Significantly Improving’,” The Baltimore Sun, 6/15/18) 

The 2017 Coastal Bay Report Card Gave Maryland’s Inland Bays 
Their Highest Grade Ever. “For the first time, the inland bays scored an 
overall grade in the B range, which measures health using scientific markers 
including dissolved oxygen, nutrient loads and the spread of aquatic life. ‘This is 
a long trend that we have finally reached a threshold,’ said Bill Dennison, 
professor of Marine Science at the University of Maryland. ‘It takes a long time 
and a lot of effort to see change.’ The grade for the bays has remained 
unchanged at a C-plus for the last four years in a row but the newly released 
2017 report raised this grade to a B-minus. ‘This is the first time in 32 years as an 
overall grade that we got over the hump,’ said Dennison.” (Jenna Miller, “’Coastal 
Bays Water Quality Rises To New High: Report’”,”Delmarva Now, 9/27/18) 

Since Taking Office, Governor Hogan Has Invested An 
Unprecedented $4 Bil l ion In State Funds Toward Efforts To Restore 
The Chesapeake Bay.  
·       FY 2016: $935,944,792 (Maryland Budget Highlights: FY 2018, “Appendix 
S: Chesapeake Bay Restoration Activities Funded In The Budget,” Maryland 
Department Of Budget And Management, Pg. S1) 

·       FY 2017: $740,610,657 (Maryland Budget Highlights: FY 2019, “Appendix 
S: Chesapeake Bay Restoration Activities Funded In The Budget,” Maryland 
Department Of Budget And Management, Pg. S1) 

·       FY 2018: $1,094,812,234 (Maryland Budget Highlights: FY 2019, 
“Appendix S: Chesapeake Bay Restoration Activities Funded In The 
Budget,” Maryland Department Of Budget And Management, Pg. S1) 

·       FY 2019: $1,200,000,000 (Maryland Department Of Budget And 
Management, 4/3/18) 



Since Taking Office, Governor Hogan Has Invested Nearly $200 
Mil l ion Toward The Chesapeake And Atlantic Coastal Bays 2010 
Trust Fund; Governor Hogan Is The Only Governor In State History 
To Fully Fund The Trust Fund. For the third year in a row, and for the third 
time in state history, the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays 2010 Trust Fund 
has been fully funded in fiscal year 2019; Governor Hogan is the only governor in 
state history to fully fund the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays 2010 Trust 
Fund. (Maryland Department Of Budget And Management) 

The Hogan Administration Pledged To Continue Pushing For 
Bipartisan Progress On Bay Restoration. “‘We all need to continue 
working in a bipartisan way … to support the science and good conservation 
practices,’ Benjamin H. Grumbles, Maryland’s environment secretary, said at the 
report card announcement. ‘We need the EPA to keep everyone’s feet to the 
fire.’” (Darryl Fears, “TheChesapeake Bay Hasn’t Been This Healthy In 33 years, 
Scientists Say,” The Washington Post, 6/15/18) 

In 2017 Governor Hogan Was Named “Champion Of The 
Chesapeake.” “Governor Larry Hogan was named one of the Chesapeake 
Conservancy’s 2017 ‘Champions of the Chesapeake’ for his dedication to 
Chesapeake Bay restoration efforts and improving water quality in Maryland and 
the Bay region. The Chesapeake Conservancy is a non-profit organization of 
conservation entrepreneurs based in Annapolis with a mission to make the 
natural beauty of the Bay accessible for everyone and more hospitable for wildlife 
by using technology to enhance the pace and quality of conservation.”(Governor 
Larry Hogan, Press Release, 10/17/17) 

Governor Hogan Was Elected Chair Of The Chesapeake Executive 
Council In 2017. (Governor Larry Hogan, Press Release, 06/8/17) 

·       Governor Hogan Was Re-Elected Chair Of The Chesapeake 
Executive Council In 2018. (Governor Larry Hogan, Press Release, 08/7/18) 

On Apri l  27th The Hogan Administration Issued The Water Quality 
Certif ication For Relicensing The Conowingo Dam. “‘Maryland has 
taken bold, decisive action to reduce pollution in  the ChesapeakeBay and we are 
making tremendous progress, but all of our progress could be at risk if we do not 
pursue a comprehensive regional approach to reducing pollution in the 
Susquehanna River,’ said Governor Larry Hogan. ‘From the beginning of our 
administration we have sounded the warning on the problems caused by the 
Conowingo Dam. This certification provides a strong framework for working with 
the upstream states and private partners such as Exelon to take real actions to 
address  the sediment and nutrient pollution problems caused by the dam so we 
can preserve the Bay for future generations.’” (Maryland Department Of The 
Environment, “Hogan Administration Issues Comprehensive Environmental Plan 
For Conowingo Dam”) 



The Chesapeake Bay Foundation ‘Applauded” The Hogan 
Administration For Setting Strict Guidelines For The Conowingo 
Dam. “These strict conditions for the dam’s future operations are the result of a 
decade of study and collaboration by scientists, non-profit organizations, and 
government agencies. Such unified, bi-partisan, and energetic efforts are critical 
if we are to address future major sources of pollution to the Bay such as climate 
change, land development, and other causes.” (Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
“CBF Applauds Hogan Administration for Holding Exelon Accountable for Its 
Share of Conowingo Clean-Up”,”Press Release , 4/27/18) 

The Hogan Administration  Along With The Clean Chesapeake 
Coalit ion Is Credited With Leading The Fight Against Pollution In 
The Bay. “As the Environmental Protection Agency has called for all states in 
the Chesapeake watershed to help clean up the Bay, Hogan and the Clean 
Chesapeake Coalition have led the fight to hold Exelon accountable for the 
nutrient and sediment pollution that flows through Conowingo Dam. In the 
release, Hogan said the state has taken bold and decisive action to clean up the 
Bay. He said all that progress may be threatened though if there is not a 
coordinated effort of by other states to reduce pollution in the Susquehanna 
River.” (Daniel Divilio, “Hogan Calls For Conowingo Cleanup”,”Kent County 
News, 5/1/18) 

In July 2018, After Heavy Flooding From Intense Rains Governor 
Hogan Crit icized Upstream States For Not Taking A Stand Against 
Polluting the Chesapeake. “A Since before he was elected governor in 
2014, Hogan has cited pollution flowing from upstream states like Pennsylvania 
and New York from the Susquehanna River over the Conowingo Dam and into 
the bay. During a major storm, he said up to 80 percent of all debris, sediment 
and pollutants like phosphorus and nitrogen, come over the dam and end up in 
the bay. Last week, engineers opened the dam gates, sending tons of water and 
debris downstream. The dam is located in Maryland, a few miles south of the 
Pennsylvania line The governor said Maryland environmental and emergency 
management officials were working to remove the trees and tires that have 
washed into Maryland waters. He also said he will be highlighting concerns 
during a meeting next week of the Chesapeake Executive Council, which Hogan 
chairs.” (Brian Witte, “’Maryland Officials Criticize Upstream States For Bay 
Debris’”,”Associated Press, 8/1/18) 

Environmental Init iatives  
The Balt imore Sun Editorial: Governor Hogan Has Made Efforts To 
Help Stop Climate Change. “Governor Hogan also deserves some credit. 
This move is similar to his commendable actions this year to curb excess 
phosphorus from poultry manure that runs off farm fields into the Chesapeake 
Bay and to revise the stormwater remediation fee — even though he frequently 
derided it during his campaign for governor as a ‘rain tax.’ He’s not always on the 
side of environmentalists (his support for public transit, for instance, has 



underwhelmed), but he’s with them far more often than his ‘rain tax’ rhetoric 
would have suggested.” (Editorial, “Setting Higher Standards,” The Baltimore 
Sun, 11/2/15) 

In 2015, Governor Hogan Signed Legislation Expanding The Duties 
Of The Maryland Commission On Climate Change; Created A 
Statutory Body On Climate Change. (“House Bill 514,” Maryland General 
Assembly, 5/12/15) 

Under The Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Act Of 2016, 
Maryland Has One Of The Top Five Strongest Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Targets In The Nation. “By an overwhelming, bipartisan margin 
of 100-37, the Maryland House of Delegates today gave final approval to 
legislation that commits the state to one of the strongest greenhouse gas 
reduction targets in the nation. The bill requires Maryland to reduce climate 
pollution economy-wide by 40 percent below 2006 levels by the year 2030, 
deepening the state’s existing mandate first passed in 2009. Only California and 
New York have set higher climate goals, which were enshrined through executive 
action… The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act of 2016 (HB 610/SB 323) renews 
and extends a landmark law first passed in 2009.” (Press Release, “MD 
Lawmakers Approve One Of The Nation’s Strongest Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Goals,” Chesapeake Climate Action Network, 3/17/16) 

The Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Act Requires Maryland 
To Cut Greenhouse Gas Emissions By 40% From 2006 Levels By 
2030. “Additionally SB 323, the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Act, was 
signed, which requires Maryland to reduce statewide gas emissions by 40 
percent from 2006 levels by 2030. This bipartisan legislation, which was 
supported by the Maryland Departments of the Environment, Agriculture, and 
Natural Resources, is based on a recommendation of the Maryland Commission 
on Climate Change and enhances the 2009 Greenhouse Gas Emission 
Reduction Act.”(Press Release, “Governor Larry Hogan Signs Three Bills Into 
Law,” Office Of The Governor, 4/4/16) 

In Apri l  2015, Governor Hogan Released His Own Regulations To 
Address Air Pollution At Coal Burning Power Plants. “Three months 
after yanking a clear-air rule issued by Democratic Gov. Martin O’Malley’s 
administration, the Republican governor on Friday unveiled his own smog-
fighting plan. It retains a requirement that the state’s coal plant operators 
minimize emissions during the upcoming summer smog season, which begins 
next month.” (Timothy Wheeler. “Hogan Issues New Smog-Fighting Rule With 
‘Flexibility’ For Coal Plants,” The Baltimore Sun, 4/17/15) 

Governor Hogan Opposed The Trump Administration’s Efforts To 
Open Up Maryland’s Coast To Offshore Dri l l ing.  “Hogan spokeswoman 
Shareese Churchill said Hogan led the effort to send the letter, which was 
released to the media Friday. The letter was was signed by Hogan, Virginia Gov. 



Ralph S. Northam, Massachusetts Gov. Charles D. Baker, Delaware Gov. John 
C. Carney, North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper and Connecticut Gov. Dannel P. 
Malloy. Earlier this month, the Trump administration announced a five-year 
offshore drilling plan to open as much as 90 percent of U.S. waters to gas and oil 
exploration, setting off a wave of requests from states asking to be exempted 
from the plan. Hogan immediately objected, and directed Maryland Attorney 
General Brian Frosh to investigate a possible lawsuit against any expansion off 
Maryland’s coast” (Erin Cox, “Hogan, Atlantic Governors Ask To Be Exempted 
From Offshore Drilling,” The Baltimore Sun, 1/20/18) 

A Spokeswoman For Governor Hogan Stated That The Governor 
Generally Supports Offshore Wind. “Spokeswoman Amelia Chasse said 
the governor backs offshore wind generally, ‘however we believe it must be done 
in a way that minimizes impact and disruptions to both local tourism and quality 
of life. ‘We will continue to advocate for any construction to take place as far 
offshore as possible to protect and preserve the natural beauty of our shoreline 
and the vital tourism industry that employs thousands of Marylanders,’ Chasse 
said in a statement.” (John Fritze, “Proposed Wind Farm Runs Into Opposition In 
Ocean City, Congress,” The Baltimore Sun, 7/21/17) 

In 2016, Governor Hogan Signed Legislation Returning $60 Mil l ion 
To Program Open Space And Land Preservation Programs By Fiscal 
Year 2018, Funding Was Provided In The Fiscal Year 2017 
Budget. “Notwithstanding any other provision of law: in the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2016, $20,000,000 shall be distributed from the special fund established 
in § 13-209 of the Tax – Property Article… in the fiscal year beginning July 1, 
2017, $40,000,000 shall be distributed from the special fund established in § 13-
209 of the Tax – Property Article… And be it further enacted, That it is the intent 
of the General Assembly that, beginning in fiscal year 2018, if the Governor 
appropriates or transfers funds from the special fund under § 13-209 of the Tax – 
Property Article to the General Fund, the Department of Budget and Management 
shall submit, in accordance with § 2–1246 of the State Government Article, to the 
Senate budget and Taxation Committee and the House Appropriations 
Committee a report that: specifies a plan for reimbursement of the appropriation 
or transfer in future fiscal years; and identifies alternative funding sources in the 
fiscal year in which the funds are to be appropriated or transferred for the 
ongoing operations of programs affected by the appropriation or transfer.” 
(“House Bill 462,” Maryland General Assembly, 4/4/16; Maryland Department Of 
Budget And Management) 
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